Fourth Sunday of Advent
 
 
The Gathering 
 
Hymn 	 
	 
	God rest ye merry, gentlemen,
	Let nothing you dismay,
	Remember Christ our Saviour
	Was born on Christmas Day;
	To save us all from Satan’s power
	When we were gone astray.
	O tidings of comfort and joy,
	Comfort and joy;
	O tidings of comfort and joy.
 
	In Bethlehem, in Israel,
	This blessèd Babe was born,
	And laid within a manger
	Upon this blessèd morn;
	The which His mother Mary
	Did nothing take in scorn.
	O tidings…
 
	From God our heav’nly Father
	A blessèd angel came;
	And unto certain shepherds
	Brought tidings of the same;	
	How that in Bethlehem was born
	The Son of God by name. 
	O tidings...
 
 
 	Now to the Lord sing praises
	All you within this place,
	And with true love and brotherhood
	Each other now embrace;
	This holy tide of Christmas
	All others doth efface.
	O tidings...
 
 
The Greeting
 
	In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
	and of the Holy Spirit.
All	Amen.
 
	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
	and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all
All	and also with you.
 
 
Prayers of Penitence
 
	 
	Hear the words of the angel to Joseph:
	‘You shall call his name Jesus,
	for he will save his people from their sins.’
	Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God
	through Jesus the Saviour of the world.
	
	Mighty God, Prince of Peace:
	Lord, have mercy.
All	Lord, have mercy.
 
		Son of God, Son of Mary:
		Christ, have mercy.
All		Christ, have mercy.

		Word made flesh, Splendour of the Father:
		Lord, have mercy.
All		Lord, have mercy.
 
		May the God of all healing and forgiveness
		draw you to himself,
		that you may behold the glory of his Son,
		the Word made flesh,
		and be cleansed from all your sins,
		through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All		Amen.
 
 
Collect
 
	Let us pray,
	Heavenly Father,
whose children suffered at the hands of Herod,
though they had done no wrong:
by the suffering of your Son
and by the innocence of our lives
frustrate all evil designs
and establish your reign of justice and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All	Amen.
 

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading		Jeremiah 31.15-17
 
A reading from the prophecy of Jeremiah.
Thus says the Lord: A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more. Thus says the Lord: Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears; for there is a reward for your work, says the Lord: they shall come back from the land of the enemy; there is hope for your future, says the Lord: your children shall come back to their own country.
 	This is the word of the Lord.
All	Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm		 Psalm 124
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord.
 
If the Lord had not been on our side,
let Israel now say;
if the Lord had not been on our side,
when enemies rose up against us; R

Then would they have swallowed us up alive
in their fierce anger towards us;
then would the waters have overwhelmed us
and the torrent gone over us. R

Blessèd be the Lord!
who has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.
We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler;
the snare is broken and we have escaped. R 
 
 Second Reading			1 Corinthians 1.26-29
 
A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God.	 
	This is the word of the Lord.
All	Thanks be to God.
 
Hymn
 
	Glory to Thee, O Lord, Who, 
from this world of sin, 
By cruel Herod's ruthless sword 
Those precious ones didst win. 

Baptized in their own blood, 
Earth's untried perils o'er, 
They passed unconsciously the flood, 
And safely gained the shore. 

Glory to Thee for all 
The ransomed infant band, 
Who since that hour have heard Thy call, 
And reached the quiet land. 
O that our hearts within, 
Like theirs, were pure and bright; 
O that as free from stain of sin 
We shrank not from Thy sight. 

Lord, help us every hour 
Thy cleansing grace to claim; 
In life to glorify Thy power, 
In death to praise Thy Name.
 
Gospel Acclamation
 
	 
	Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
All	Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
	God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
	so that we might receive adoption as children.
All	Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
 
 
Gospel Reading		Matthew 2.13-18
 
	The Lord be with you
All	and also with you.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All	Glory to you, O Lord.
 
Now after the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son."
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more."
 
	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All	Praise to you, O Christ.
 
Sermon
 

The Creed
 
All 	We believe in one God,
	the Father, the Almighty,
	maker of heaven and earth,
	of all that is,
	seen and unseen.
	We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
	the only Son of God,
	eternally begotten of the Father,
	God from God, Light from Light,
	true God from true God,
	begotten, not made,
	of one Being with the Father;
	through him all things were made.
	For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
	was incarnate from the Holy Spirit 
	and the Virgin Mary
	and was made man.
	For our sake he was crucified
	under Pontius Pilate;
	he suffered death and was buried.
	On the third day he rose again
	in accordance with the Scriptures;
	he ascended into heaven
	and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	He will come again in glory to judge 
	the living and the dead,
	and his kingdom will have no end.
	We believe in the Holy Spirit,
	the Lord, the giver of life,
	who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
	who with the Father and the Son 
	is worshipped and glorified,
	who has spoken through the prophets.
	We believe in one holy catholic 
	and apostolic Church.
	We acknowledge one baptism
	for the forgiveness of sins.
	We look for the resurrection of the dead
	and the life of the world to come. Amen.
 
Prayers of Intercession
 





Liturgy of the Sacrament
 
The Peace
 
	Glory to God in the highest heaven,
	and on earth peace among those whom he favours.
	
	The peace of the Lord be always with you
All	and also with you.
 
The Offertory
 
	In the bleak mid-winter
	Frosty wind made moan;
	Earth stood hard as iron,
	Water like a stone;
	Snow had fallen, snow on snow,
	Snow on snow,
	In the bleak mid-winter
	Long ago.

	Our God, heaven cannot hold Him
	Nor earth sustain,
	Heaven and earth shall flee away
	When He comes to reign:
	In the bleak mid-winter
	A stable-place sufficed
	The Lord God Almighty —
	Jesus Christ.

	Enough for Him, whom cherubim
	Worship night and day,
	A breastful of milk
	And a mangerful of hay;
	Enough for Him, whom Angels
	Fall down before,
	The ox and ass and camel
	Which adore. 
 
	Angels and Archangels
	May have gathered there,
	Cherubim and seraphim
	Thronged the air;
	But only His Mother
	In her maiden bliss
	Worshipped the Beloved
	With a kiss.

	What can I give Him,
	Poor as I am? —
	If I were a Shepherd
	I would bring a lamb;
	If I were a Wise Man
	I would do my part, —
	Yet what I can I give Him, —
	Give my heart. 
 
	Pray, my brothers and sisters, 
that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God the almighty Father.
All	May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands,
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good, and the good of all his holy Church.
 
	Accept, O Lord, the offering of your devoted people, 
and purify their hearts through your holy mysteries, 
which you have made a source of grace 
even for those who do not know you.	
Through Christ our Lord.
All	Amen.
 
The Eucharistic Prayer
 
	The Lord be with you 
All 	and also with you. 	   
	Lift up your hearts.
All 	We lift them to the Lord.
	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All 	It is right to give thanks and praise.
	All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty creator, ever-living God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In love for our fallen human race,
you sent your Son into the world to lighten our darkness.
In his life 
he rejoiced in the children brought to him for blessing;
in his death
he carried in his body the violence and cruelty of our world;
in his resurrection
he brought life and salvation to his people
and began the new creation.
As our ascended and merciful high priest,
he hears our cries and knows our grief;
and will come as universal Lord to whom all must give account.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and sing our joyful hymn of praise:	
All	Holy, holy, holy Lord,	
	God of power and might,
	heaven and earth are full of your glory.
	Hosanna in the highest.
	Blessed is he who comes
	in the name of the Lord.
	Hosanna in the highest.
	Hosanna in the highest.
	Lord, you are holy indeed, 
	the source of all holiness;
	grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
	and according to your holy will,
	these gifts of bread and wine may be for us the body and blood
	of our Lord Jesus Christ;
	who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
	took bread and gave you thanks;
	he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
	Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
	do this in remembrance of me.	
	In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you 	thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
	Drink this, all of you;
	this is my blood of the new covenant,
	which is shed for you and for many
	for the forgiveness of sins.
	Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
	Jesus Christ is Lord:
All	Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.
	You are the Saviour of the world,
	And so, Father, 
	calling to mind his death on the cross,
	his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins
	of the whole world;
	rejoicing in his mighty resurrection 
	and glorious ascension,
	and looking for his coming in glory,
	we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
	As we offer you this our sacrifice
	of praise and thanksgiving,
	we bring before you this bread and this cup
	and we thank you for counting us worthy
	to stand in your presence and serve you.
	Send the Holy Spirit on your people
	and gather into one in your kingdom
	all who share this one bread and one cup,
	so that we, in the company of blessed Mary, Joseph, 
	Francis and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever,
	through Jesus Christ our Lord;
	by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
	in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
	all honour and glory be yours, 
	almighty Father,
	for ever and ever.
All	Amen.
 
Silence will be kept
 
The Lord’s Prayer
 
	Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,
	let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	hallowed be thy name;
	thy kingdom come;
	thy will be done;
	on earth as it is in heaven.
	Give us this day our daily bread.
	And forgive us our trespasses,
	as we forgive those who trespass against us.
	And lead us not into temptation;
	but deliver us from evil.
	For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
	for ever and ever. Amen.
 
Breaking of the Bread
 
	We break this bread 
	to share in the body of Christ.
All	Though we are many, we are one body,
	because we all share in one bread.
 
All 	Lamb of God,
	you take away the sin of the world,
	have mercy on us.
	Lamb of God,
	you take away the sin of the world,
	have mercy on us.
	Lamb of God,
	you take away the sin of the world,
	grant us peace.
 
 Giving of Communion
	
	God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
All	Jesus Christ is holy,
	Jesus Christ is Lord,
	to the glory of God the Father.
 
 
Prayer after Communion
 
Silence will be kept
 
	Let us pray.
	Lord Jesus Christ,
in your humility you have stooped to share our human life
with the most defenceless of your children:
may we who have received these gifts of your passion
rejoice in celebrating the witness of the Holy Innocents
to the purity of your sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross;
for you are alive and reign, now and for ever.
All	Amen.
 

Hymn

What Child is this who, laid to rest
	On Mary's lap is sleeping?
	Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet,
	While shepherds watch are keeping?
	This, this is Christ the King,
	Whom shepherds worship and Angels sing;
	Haste, haste, to bring Him praise,
	The Babe, the Son of Mary.
 
	Why lies He in such mean estate,
	Where ox and ass are feeding?
	Good Christians, fear, for sinners here
	The silent Word is pleading.
	Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
	The cross be borne for me, for you.
	Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
	The Babe, the Son of Mary.
 
 
 



 



So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh,
	Come peasant, king to own Him;
	The King of kings salvation brings,
	Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
	Raise, raise a song on high,
	The Virgin sings her lullaby.
	Joy, joy for Christ is born,
	The Babe, the Son of Mary.
 
A prayer will be offered at the Crib and then the Blessing given
 
	The Lord be with you
All	and also with you.
 
	Christ, who by his incarnation
	gathered into one things earthly and heavenly,	
	fill you with peace and goodwill
	and make you partakers of the divine nature;
	and the blessing of God almighty,
	the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
	be among you and remain with you always.
All	Amen.
 
	With joy at the Word made flesh,
	go in his peace.
All	Thanks be to God.
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